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Place: Hyderabad.

President's Note

Dear Members,
Greetings to all of you.

As we step into October 2025, | find it an opportune moment to reflect on our shared journey and
the pressing matters that demand our attention in the field of drug control and regulation. Our
role—ensuring public health, curbing misuse, maintaining drug quality, and protecting
consumers—is as vital as ever, and the recent developments across India underscore both our
challenges and opportunities.

Recent Highlights & Challenges

1. Regulatory Oversight and the Outsourcing Debate

One of the most discussed issues in recent months has been the proposal by the Karnataka
Government to outsource regulatory compliance monitoring to a third-party agency (the Quality
Council of India). Our Association, and fellow bodies like the All India Drug Control Officers
Confederation, have raised serious concerns. Regulatory oversight of drug quality is a statutory
function under the Drugs & Cosmetics Act, which requires government officials with legal
authority and accountability. Delegating this to external agencies risks diluting accountability,
undermining technical expertise, and could compromise transparency. Our collective stance
must remain firm: functions critical to public safety should reside with empowered, trained, and
accountable drug control officers.

2. Actions Against lllegal Sale & Adulteration

We are seeing active enforcement in many states. For example, Utharpradesh, Telangana's
Drugs Control Administrations have carried out several successful raids recently—on quack
clinics, unlicensed premises, and outlets illegally stockpiling or distributing drugs without proper
licences. These raids are vital reminders of what concerted action can achieve.

3. Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) and Misuse of Antibiotics

The threat posed by AMR is increasing, and with it, the need for tighter regulation of antibiotic
dispensing. Measures being planned, such as restricting over-the-counter sales of certain
antibiotics and strengthening prescription tracking, are steps in the right direction. These will
require not only regulatory backing but also cooperation from medical practitioners,
pharmacists, public awareness campaigns, and interdepartmental coordination.

4. Drug Abuse, Treatment, and Preventive Infrastructure

States like Punjab are spearheading efforts to expand access to standardized substance use
disorder treatments, creating model centers, and integrating legal, clinical, and
communitycentric approaches. Meanwhile, other regions are beginning to recognize that
enforcement alone is insufficient if not coupled with treatment, rehabilitation, and public health
measures.

H.Q. 15-21-150/6, New Balaji Nagar,
Kukatpally, Hyderabad (T.S), INDIA.

Phone : 8121296397, 8094357800,9977177574.
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Our Call to Action
Strengthen Statutory Authority: We must advocate for clarity in law that reinforces that core
regulatory functions rest with government drug control officers—not third parties.

Continuous Training & Capacity Building: As laws, drug markets, and illicit practices evolve, our
technical competency must keep pace. Workshops, webinars, and handson enforcement
training are essential.

Better InterState and Central Coordination: Many illicit networks and regulatory challenges
cross borders. Sharing intelligence, harmonizing processes, and having unified standards
across states will improve efficiency and efficacy.

Engaging Stakeholders & Public Awareness: From pharmacists to medical practitioners, and
from communityleaders to lay citizens, awareness about proper use, drug safety, and how to
report or resist misuse is crucial.

Balancing Enforcement with Compassion: For drug abuse, our approach must not only punish
but also treat—promoting more facilities, evidencebased treatment regimens, and minimizing
social stigma.

Looking Ahead

As your President, | am committed to steering the Drugs Control Officers India Welfare

Association to be not just a professional body but also a force for progressive and principled drug

regulation and welfare. In the coming months, we plan to:

« Convene a national committee to draft policy recommendations on the outsourcing issue.

« Organize refresher training programs (both regulatory & legal) in multiple regions.

« Partner with NGOs/academic institutions on AMR awareness initiatives.

« Propose framework guidelines for best practices in deaddiction centres and public health
partnerships.

| wish to express my deepest appreciation for your dedication, often in difficult circumstances.

Your vigilance, professionalism, and integrity are the backbone of a safer, healthier India. Let us

continue working together, with resolve and empathy, to uphold our mandate and serve the

public good.

Warm regards,

-

G. Koteshwar Rao
President
Drugs Control Officers (India) Welfare Association

H.Q. 15-21-150/6, New Balaji Nagar,
Kukatpally, Hyderabad (T.S), INDIA.

Phone : 8121296397, 8094357800,9977177574.
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Date: 19th September 2025
Place: Hyderabad

To

ShriRakesh Dahiya Ji,
Editor-in-Chief, DCOIWA Newsletter
Organizing Secretary, DCOIWA

& Trust Board Member, DCOIWT

Subject: Congratulations on Your New Appointment
Dear Shri Rakesh Dahiyaji,

On behalf of the entire Central Executive Committee members and the Trust
Board members of DCOIWT, | extend our heartfelt congratulations to you on
your appointment as Assistant Drugs Controller, FDA Haryana.

Your dedication, hard work, and commitment to the profession have been
truly commendable, and this achievement is a proud moment for all of us. We
are confident that in your new role, you will continue to serve with the same
zeal and uphold the values of our profession.

With best wishes for your continued success.

Regards,
*‘Quﬂ*”?

G. Koteshwar Rao
National President, DCOIWA

H.Q. 15-21-150/6, New Balaji Nagar,
Kukatpally, Hyderabad (T.S), INDIA.
Phone : 8121296397, 8094357800,9977177574.
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Place: Hyderabad

Message on the Occasion of World Pharmacists Day — 25th September
2025

On this World Pharmacists Day, with the inspiring theme “Think Health,
Think Pharmacist”, we proudly acknowledge the pivotal role pharmacists
play in safeguarding public health and ensuring access to quality
medicines.

Pharmacists are not only dispensers of medicines but also trusted
healthcare professionals who guide patients towards safe, effective, and
rational use of drugs. Our profession bridges science and service,
ensuring that every individual receives the right medicine, in the right
dose, atthe righttime.

As we celebrate this special day, let us reaffirm our commitment to
advancing pharmacy practice, promoting patient well-being, and
contributing to a healthier India. Together, let us continue to strengthen
public trustin our profession and live up to the belief that when you “Think
Health, Think Pharmacist.”

On behalf of the Indian Pharmacy Graduates Association, Telangana
Branch, | extend my heartfelt greetings to all pharmacists, students, and
healthcare professionals who dedicate their lives to this noble cause.

R

G. Koteshwar Rao
President, Indian Pharmacy Graduates Association
Telangana, Hyderabad.

H.No. 15-21-150/6, New Balaji Nagar, Kukatpally, Hyderabad (T.S.)
Phone: 8121296397, 7989771053, 9849171547. E-mail: ipgatgs@gmail.com
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16t World Pharmacist Day Celebration
Mahatma Gandhi Medical College &
Hospital, A Unit of Mahatma Gandhi
University of Science & Technology
(MGUMST), Jaipur on 25 t September,
2025

The 16t World Pharmacist Day was
celebrated with great zeal & enthusiasm
by Pharmacy Wing of Mahatma Gandhi
Medical College & Hospital, A Unit of
Mahatma Gandhi University of Science &
Technology (MGUMST), Jaipur on 25
September after gaining the status of First
Academic Medical Centre in India to
secure Joint Commission International
(JCI) accreditation in June 2025. The
institute is already having to its credit
NABH, NABL accreditation with NAAC A+
ranking. All the departments of the
institution have to put their hundred
percent efforts in achieving all these
qguality milestones in the 1450 bedded
hospitals for which unwavering support
and driving force of the management key
to grand success.

In the back drop of these achievements
World Pharmacist Day was celebrated
ceremoniously by Pharmacy Wing of the
institution which is one of the most
important wings of the academic medical
centre & hospital.

Mr. R. S. Thakur, former Assistant Drugs
Controller, Rajasthan is instrumental in
managing the affairs of the Hospital
Pharmacy & Clinical Pharmacy of the

hospital.
Mr. Thakur, while addressing to the
strong team of about two hundred

hospital pharmacy personnel (including
73 hospital pharmacists and 11 clinical
pharmacists which is largest number for
any hospital); highlighted the important
roles of pharmacists played in attaining

the public health while maintaining
patients safety goals. Undisputedly the
drugs are indispensible for diagnosis,
treatment, mitigation or prevention of
diseases or disorders and personnel who
are involved in manufacturing, research &
development, formulation development
and quality control at plant site and those

who are involved in distribution,
procurement, inventory management,
preservation of quality, dispensing &

th

counseling are known as PHARMACISTS.
Additionally in hospital IPD set up
CLINICAL PHARMACISTS plays role in
review of reconciliation of drugs,
medication appropriateness review,
preventing medication errors, carrying out
prescription audits, reporting adverse
events due to drugs and medical devices,
enforcement of antimicrobial stewardship
program to minimize their resistance and
coordinate with all healthcare team
members viz. doctors, nurses and other
paramedical staff etc. All these activities of
pharmacists are not only to ensure their
availability but also ensure safe & effective
usage of drugs with minimal effects. FOR
ALL THESE ACTIVITIES PHARMACISTS
ARE | NDI SPENSI BLE.
t heme O THI NK HEAL
PHARMACI STS6 has
assigned by the International
Phar maceuticals Feder
we are to justify the same.

Celebration ended with distribution of
awards to the best performers. Later
Pharmacists donated 25 units of blood
voluntarily for needy patient in Hospital
Blood Centre.

R. S. Thakur,
Raj ast han
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WORLD PHARMACISTS DAY
CELEBRATION PROGRAMME
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Standard Operating Procedure for Inspection Of Manufacturing Units

1.0 Objectives: To describe the detailed procedures before, during the inspection of drugs
manufacturing firm.

2.0 Scope: This standard operating procedure is applicable for inspections of drugs
manufacturing firms to the Inspectors of Food and Drugs control administration.

3.0 Responsibilities:

3.1 Initiating department: Senior drugs inspectors’’ Drugs inspectors/ Such
designee.

3.1.1 To follow the standard operating procedure during inspections.
3.1.2 To ensure that the records of inspection and reports are maintained.

3.2 Initiating department: Head of office/Assistant Commissioners/ADC or Such
Designee.

3.2.1 To impart training to all officers involving in the inspection of the drugs
manufacturing firm.
3.2.2 To ensure that standard operating procedure is followed.

3.3 Initiating department: Head of Zone/Deputy Commissioners or DDC or Such
Designee.

3.3.1 Toapprove the stand operating procedure.

3.4 Initiating department: Commissioner/ Joint Commissioners or Such
Designee.

3.4.1 To authorize the approved standard operating procedure.
4.0 Type of inspections:

4.1 Pre-approval inspections

4.2 Routine GMP Inspections

4.3 GMP certification inspections

4.4 WHO certification inspections

4.5 Not of standard quality/ OOS inspections

4.6 Complaint investigational inspections

4.7 Technical person pre-approval inspection

4.8 Document verification inspections

5.0 Mandatory duties of inspector

5.1 The Inspector or Inspectors shall examine all portions of the premises, plant and
appliances and also inspect the process of manufacture intended to be employed or
being employed along with the means to be employed or being employed for
standardizing and testing the substances to be manufactured and inquire into the
professional qualifications of the technical staff to be employed.

5.2 He shall also examine and verify the statements made in the application in regards
to their correctness, and the capability of the applicant to comply with the
requirements of competent technical staff, manufacturing plants, testing equipment
and the requirements of plant and equipment as laid down in provisions of Drugs
and cosmetics act and rules.

5.3 Subject to the instructions of the controlling authority it shall be the duty of an
Inspector authorized to inspect the manufacture of drugs:
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